RISK ASSESSMENT

	ACTIVITY:   DRAGON BOATING

	DATE:   15 August 2019
	Risk Rating  1 – 7 = Low.   8 – 14 = Medium.   15 – 20 = High.
	NAME OF PERSON COMPLETING FORM:  

Steve Finch

	Hazard
	Persons who might be harmed
	Risk Controls in place
	Likelihood of Risk
	Severity of Risk
	Overall Risk
	Further actions necessary to control Risk

	     Drowning
	Participants / Coach/Helm
	Correctly fitted buoyancy aids instruction on wearing and supervision during the session.  B/Aids to be checked by the Helms
	        2
	        4
	       8
	

	Injuries sustained to hands
	Participants / Coach / Helm
	All participants warned to keep hands inside boat when alongside the pontoon.

Good supervision 
	1
	2/3
	2/3
	

	Falling in whilst climbing in / out of boat
	Participants
	Participants briefed on how to climbing in / out of boat.

Good supervision and control of group. 
	1
	2
	2
	

	Capsize
	Participants / Coaches
	The Helm should carry out a head count asap to ensure all the crew are accounted for. Seat partners should also check on each other. 

If able, right boat and bail out water – then get back in or all to hold on and swim boat to shore. 

If impractical all crew should swim to shore together or Helm swims to shore with throw line and pulls boat and crew in.
	3
	1 or 2
	3 or 4
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	Capsize.

Trapped under  Boat. 
	Participants
	Participants warned not to rock the boat. Briefed on what to do and check for partner. Once capsized right the boat to check for crew. Good supervision.


	1
	2
	2
	Safety boat  on hand

	Capsize

Hit on head
	Participants / Coach Helm
	Briefed on what to do should the boat capsize.

Good supervision.

Safety boat on hand.
	1
	4
	4
	Helmets available if required

	Cuts to Feet
	Participants / Coach / Helm
	All participants and staff must wear shoes
	2
	2 or 3
	4 or 6
	

	Hypothermia
	Participants
	Ensure participants are wearing suitable clothes for the conditions. Clothing list is sent out to all participants
	2
	2
	4
	Consider coming off the water if the weather conditions deteriorate. Wind proofs tops provided when necessary.
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	Heat Exposure and sun burn
	Participants / Coach / Helm
	All persons should be aware of the possibility of Heat Exposure and sun burn. Appropriate lightweight clothing should be worn to cover exposed areas of skin. Caps should be worn to  protect the head. The effects of the sun glare must be considered and sun glasses should be worn to protect the eyes. Sun cream applied
	3
	2
	6
	

	Other river/ lake users
	Participants / Coach /Helm
	All participants to be made aware of the potential problems of other river/ lake users
	4
	1
	4
	

	Lightning
	Participants
	In the event of Lightning particularly on exposed open water. The whole group should get off the water as soon as possible.
	2
	3
	6
	

	Strong Winds 
	Participants
	Briefing, good supervision, Safety Boats in attendance

Due regard to offshore winds


	4
	1
	4
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