RISK ASSESSMENT

	ACTIVITY:   Use of Racing Boats

	DATE: 15 August 2019
	Risk Rating  1 – 7 = Low.   8 – 14 = Medium.   15 – 20 = High.
	NAME OF PERSON COMPLETING FORM:  

Steve Finch

	Hazard
	Persons who might be harmed
	Risk Controls in place
	Likelihood of Risk
	Severity of Risk
	Overall Risk
	Further actions necessary to control Risk

	Drowning
	Paddler / Coaches
	Correctly fitted buoyancy aids instruction on wearing and supervision during the session.  B/Aids to be checked by the coaches
	        2
	        4
	       8
	

	Use of Buoyancy Aids
	Paddler / Coaches
	Every paddler to wear buoyancy aids (BA’s) except in the following occasions,

Ranked in Div 6 or higher

Personal boat used

See Club Rules for full explanation
	1
	4
	4
	Where people are being coached it is good practice for the coaches / more experienced paddler to wear BA’s to set a good example

	Injuries caused by collisions with others
	Paddle / Coaches
	Good supervision of all activities and control of group
	3
	2
	6
	

	Head injury
	Paddler
	Good supervision and control of group
	3
	2
	6
	

	Capsize
	Paddler
	Capsize procedure is explained at the beginning of a session.

Paddler taught to swim boat to the bank to empty 
	3
	2
	6
	When weather and water conditions allow. Practice in capsize drill is carried out
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	Hypothermia
	Paddler
	Provision of water/wind proofs when necessary. Ensure participants are wearing suitable clothes for the conditions. 
	2
	2
	4
	Consider coming off the water if the weather conditions deteriorate

	Heat Exposure and sun burn
	Paddler / Coaches
	All persons should be aware of the possibility of Heat Exposure and sun burn. Appropriate lightweight clothing should be worn to cover exposed areas of skin. Caps should be worn to  protect the head. The effects of the sun glare must be considered and sun glasses should be worn to protect the eyes. Sun cream applied
	3
	2
	6
	

	Carrying Boats
	Paddler / Coaches
	Participants are shown how to carry boats, and encouraged to ask for help if necessary. 
	1
	1 or 2
	1 or 2
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	Other River users.

 
	Paddler / Coaches
	All participants to be made aware of the potential problems of other river users especially powered craft and to keep a careful watch for these. All members of the group to be made aware when a power boat is approaching.
	4
	1
	4
	

	Racing
	Paddler
	Participants should only enter a race after they have received adequate training and practice at the Time Trials. The Racing Officer must advise the paddler of their ability
	
	
	
	

	Portage
	Paddler
	Club boats are not to be used in a race situation when portages are required.
However members can be trained in portaging using club boats and extra care must be taken and under the supervision of the Racing Officer
	3
	3
	6
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